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\or an off-the-beatenpath out­
ing while in Istanbul, guar­
anteed to reward the visitor 
with some unforgettable 
moments of tranquility in a lush, and 
regal setting, why not take a ten min­
ute drive from the Hilton Hotel to 
Yıldız Park? Thanks to major restora­
tive work undertaken by the Touring 
and Automobile Club of Turkey, this, 
until recently, little-visited park, is 
now enjoy'ng some well-deserved at­
tention as a model for Istanbul and 
other ancient cities of the rehabilita­
tion, and return to active public ser­
vice, of previously gone-to-seed park 
areas.
Yıldız Park was for many centuries 
a private domain of the Ottoman Sul­
tans, used for palace outings picnics, 
and other outdoor social gatherings. 
Lying on the axis of a steep valley 
running up from the Bosphorus be­
tween the Beşiktaş and Ortaköy 
districts, it is reached through 
a narrow gateway off the wall-lined 
sea road, just after passing the ornate 
Çırağan Palace archway which used 
to connect the park to the sea-side 
palace, now a burned-out hulk since
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it was ravaged by fire in 1910. It sa„v 
its most active use during the 19th 
Century, when the palace below was 
first built, and was particularly im­
portant during the reign of the Sultan 
Abdülhamit II who used the par!, as 
his refuge-like residence, being afraid 
to live in the more formal palaces of 
the city which might expose him to 
too much chance of assasinat:on. Over 
the thirty-two years of his reign the 
park was filled with palaces, pavilions, 
lakes, statues and underground inter­
connecting tunnels and passageways.
Yıldız Park literally and figuratively
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“ went to seed” from the time of the 
end of the Ottoman Empire in the early 
20th Century up to very recent times 
when it was turned over to the Touring 
and Automobile Club for total resto­
ration of both the park and the budd­
ings remaining from the days of the 
Ottomans. At the center of restora­
tion work to date have been the Malta 
and Çadır Pavilions and the gardens 
immediately surrounding them.
Today’s visitor to the Malta Pavilion 
(Köşk in Turkish) has the rare privi­
lege of not only visiting a beautifully 
restored palatial building, but using it
as a guest, for today the pavilion 
serves as a coffee house and refresh­
ment center, all in an ideal setting.
Built in the early 1870's by Sultan 
Abdul Aziz, Malta Kosk is one of 
those baubles of regal living, never 
intended for practical use, and in fact 
only occasionally used by the Otto­
mans themselves. The Sultan and his 
family would use it for an occasional 
afternoon outing, a leisurely cup of 
coffee overlooking the distant waters 
of the Bosphorus and Marmara Sea 
beyond, or family picnics, when the 
grounds surrounding the pavilion
would be spread with picnic baskets 
and the children and women of the 
Harem would dine and play on a w^rm 
Friday afternoon, following the Sul­
tan's weekly visit for prayers outside 
the palace walls.
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The building itself consists of a 
main salon, featuring a central marble 
fountain, and matching wall fountains 
against the backwalls of the salon, on 
either side of the access to the upper 
floor. The steady rush of water makes 
tlvs room a cool refuge, even on the 
hottest şummer afternoon. To either 
side of the main salon are raised 
lounges, brightly lit by ample windows. 
On the upper floor a similar layout 
occurs. While the walls and floors 
have been restored, the ceilings, done 
in fresco and gold leaf, are original 
throughout the pavilion.
None of the pavilion's present fur­
nishings are original, the building 
having stood empty for several 
decades. However, one can speak of 
the present furniture as authentic, in 
the sense the Touring Club has pains­
takingly fitted the pavilion with largely 
antique objects which would have 
been logically used in the late 19th 
Century in Istanbul.
The effect is a rare opportunity to 
relax in, and enjoy as a guest, a prince­
ly surrounding unique in Istanbul. As 
so much of the charm of the Malta 
Köşk is its park setting, the outer 
terraces have been used to great ad­
vantage to create large areas of tables 
and comfortable chairs for sipping tea 
"al fresco’ , a vantage point from 
which one can enjoy both the lovely 
exterior of the köşk, as well as the 
outlook on the Bosphorus below, the 
sea beyond, and the heavily forested 
park in the foreground. When a light 
breeze is blowing up the valley from 
the Marmara, the cypress, pine, cedar, 
and oak forest itself moves like the 
sea, with ever-changing colors and 
moods.
very recent addition to the 
Malta Köşk complex is the 
glass house which sets in the 
garden along side the pavil­
ion itself. Although not original to the 
park, this pink and white "Winter 
Garden” , is called the Pembe Sera in 
Turkish, and creates another lovely 
setting in which to enjoy light snacks 
and beverages, surrounded by fresh 
flowers, free-flying tropical birds, 
again in 19th Century surroundings, 
this time of white wrought iron, and 
antique pink glass. Within and sur­
rounding the buildings of the Malta 
Köşk complex the air is ever-filled 
w^h the strains of romantic classical
string music, largely baroque. On most 
days the music is via speakers and 
a stereo system, but occassionally one 
is treated to a small string group per­
forming live either inside, or in the 
garden.
As if the Malta Pavilion were not 
enough to make a visit to Yıldız Park 
worthwhile, we strongly recommend 
its use as only a starting point for oth­
er lovely sights. Many of the paths and 
walk-ways of the park are already 
restored, or under restoration, so the 
visitor can comfortably stroll through 
dense greenery, enjoying the silent, 
fresh surrounding in comfort. Taking 
the main upper road from Malta köşk, 
and walking toward the city, on the 
right runs a very long, very high wall, 
which almost totally obstructs any 
view of what lies behind. Normally 
closed tight, the gates through these 
walls lead to the Şale (Chalet) Köşk, 
a huge complex built by Abdülhamit II 
originally to house Kaiser Wilhelm II 
on his State visit to Istanbul in the 
1890's. Şale is today used as an offi­
cial guest house of the government, 
most recently used by Pope John Paul 
II on his visit to Turkey in 1980.
That Sale is closed is really no prob­
lem, however, as we continue along 
the walls and come to the Çadır Köşk 
(Tent Pavilion) complex. This is the 
second of the current major Touring 
Club projects here in the park. Where 
the Malta complex is as much indoors 
as out, the Çadır Köşk at present is 
itself used only as a museum, and the 
gardens, walks, and artificial lake 
which surround it are the reason for 
its charm. The lake first catches the 
eye, circled by flowered walks, and 
containing a small island reached by 
a delicate wrought iron walkway. 
Wishing to create a totally self-con­
tained world for himself, Sultan Ab­
dülhamit II ordered the lake's con­
struction so he could go out on the 
water in a small electric boat without 
having to leave the security of his 
Yıldız Park retreat. Today the visitor 
can still use the lake, now renting 
small brightly colored row boats for a 
nominal fee from the Touring Club. In 
keeping with the general theme of 
returning the park to active use, the 
Çadır Köşk area is now filled with 
opportunities to have a refreshing
drink, or a light snack. Small kiosks 
around the lake sell ice cream, candy 
floss, or soft drinks. On the island 
itself are served tea, beer, and on 
the large open terrace on the Bos­
phorus side are dozens of tables set 
with fresh flowers where again a light 
beverage and snack are available.
The pavilion itself is at present the 
Municipal Museum of the Meşrutiyet 
(Constitutional Monarchy) Period of 
late 19th Century Ottoman Turkey. 
Here are shown exhibits of the people 
and events of this historic time. The 
pavilion takes its name from the days 
when a huge tent was set up by the 
building to house the trials which took 
place when the constitutional experi­
ment was ended, and an absolute 
monarchy returned to. Touring Club 
plans include a move of this museum 
to another part of the city in order 
that this pavilion can as well be 
restored and opened to recreational 
use.
Unlike many parts of Istanbul which 
become q uite unattractive and un­
comfortable in rainy or snowy weath­
er, Yıldız Park can produce a unique 
charm and particular privacy on such 
occasions. Gone are the Sunday and 
sunny day crowds, and only the quiet 
paths, lovely gardens, fresh air and 
breathtaking vistas over the water 
remain. Take the next opportunity you 
can, therefore, regardless of the day 
or weather, and escape from the nor­
mal tourist's program to Yıldız Park. 
You're sure to be pleased aesthetical­
ly, and the break will be a blessing 
for your hard-pressed tourist’s physi­
cal constitution!
(Note —  Yıldız Park and its pavilions 
are open every day from 9:00 a m. to 
6:00 p.m. (for park entrances). Once 
you have entered, the Malta Köşk is 
open until 9:00 p.m. or later for leisur- 
ly relaxation.
Ask the Hilton Concierge Desk to 
arrange a cab.)
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